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JNU students demand rise
in scholarshlp money

HT Correspondent
= hireporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Claiming that the
Means-cum-Merit (MCM)
scholarship was insufficient to
make ends meet for students
from unprivileged bac

at the Jawaharlal University
(JNU), nearly 100 students
staged a protest outside
Parliament House on Monday
afternoon.

The protest, however, was
short-lived as the students were
bundled into police vans and
taken to the Parliament Street
police station.

The students of the
Jawaharlal University Students’
Union (JNUSU) have been
de ing a rise in the grant
for the MCM scholarship for
long, hence the protest. .

Currently, the scholarship
provides students a grant
of 1,500, which is usually
utilised to cover the tuition and

vars:.ty X

applications for the scholar-
ship from students belonging
to

protesting the meager
amount and want it to be raised
to 3,000 as it is ‘inadequate’ to
cover the students’ cost.
“This amount is used to cover

=Nearly 100 students staged a demonstration outside Parliament

House and were detained.

a student’s tuition and mess
bills. The current amount is
paltry and doesn’t help cover
anything Since 2006, there has
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not been a rise in this amount
and it is only fair that it be
increased,” said Lenin, presi-
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Docs seek more PG seats to
meet dearth of specialists

WHY INDIA NEEDS MORE

healthcare

PART-L
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= |etters@hindustantimes.com

white coats and stethoscopes,
doctors thronged Bangalore’s
Cubbon Road on Monday as
part of thew‘;ia;e the Doct})r’
campaign, is lobbying for
: of under-graduate
(UG) and post graduate (PG)
) m in medical colleges.

‘be mcludedmmternshxp and
post-graduateu'ammg
~ “Sending doctors to villages
to run primary health centres
is a waste of talent. There are
30,000 Ayush trained in alterna-
tive medicine who can undergo
a six-month bridge course to
basic allopathic medi-
cines,” said Dr Devi Shetty, for-
mer governing body member,
Medical Council of India (MCI)
and founder of Bangalore’s
Narayana Hrudalayaya.

There is an acute shortage of
doctors in India, especially in vil-
lages. India has 0.9 bed for 1L000
people, which is below the global
average of 2.9 beds.

To meet the shortage, the MCI
had recently increased the num-
ber of UG seats to 45,600, which
are likely to reach 50,000. There
are 12,000 PG seats, for which 1.1
lakh doctors vie for each year. In

comparison, a developed country
such as the US has 19,000 UG
seats and 32,000 PG seats.

The less number of seats
coupled with mandatory rural
posting is stretching medical edu-
cation for up to 13 years for some
doctors. In the last PG entrance
exam under the National
Eligibility Entrance Test, over
L1 lakh doctors took the exam
to claim one of the 12,000 seats.

“If things continue to remain
the way they are and senior spe-
cialist doctors/ surgeons continue
to retire, there will be dearth of

specialist doctors and surgeons
in India,” said a senior resident
at New Delhi's Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital.

PG student must do six months of
rural posting as part of course, or
internship” Dr Narendra Saini,
secretary general, IMA.

B TOMORROW
Dr Devi Shetty on the way ahead

Page 2 of 4




Hindustan Times ND 27/08/2013 p_3 Page 3 0f4




Page 4 of 4

HT Chandigarh

Students shy away
from research

NEW DELHI: l.ess than one per
cent ol students pursuing higher
studies opt for research ori-
ented courses, Minister of State
in HIXD, Shashi Tharoor told the
Rajva Sabha on Monday:.

As per the dala provided
by the University Grants
Commission, the number of
students enrolling in research
oriented courses in 2011-12 was
160,872 against the total enrol-
ment ol 20327478 in universi-

ties and colleges.

The minister also said that
the government had taken
‘L’Ell'il'.lll,l!.? measures ﬁ]l‘ ProITIO-
tion of post graduate level
studies which include con-
Linuous increase in successive
plan allocations for scientific
departments , setting up of new
institutions for science educa-
tion and research among oth-
ers and strengthening R&D
infrastructure. HTC



